A CONTRAST ON THE USE OF SWEARING WORDS BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE CHARACTERS IN THE MOVIE ENTITLED TED (Sociolinguistics Approach) by AGUSTINA, IRA
i 
A CONTRAST ON THE USE OF SWEARING WORDS 
BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE CHARACTERS 
IN THE MOVIE ENTITLED TED 
 
(Sociolinguistics Approach) 
 
 
 
THESIS 
 
Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of Requirement  
for The Sarjana Sastra Degree at English Department  
Faculty of Cultural Sciences 
Sebelas Maret University 
 
 
By: 
Ira Agustina Pertama Putri 
C0312037 
 
 
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES 
SEBELAS MARET UNIVERSITY 
SURAKARTA 
2017 
ii 
 
A CONTRAST ON THE USE OF SWEARING WORDS 
BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE CHARACTERS 
IN THE MOVIE ENTITLED TED 
(Sociolinguistics Approach) 
 
By 
Ira Agustina Pertama Putri 
C0312037 
 
Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of Requirement for The Sarjana Sastra 
Degree at English Department Faculty of Cultural Sciences 
Sebelas Maret University 
 
 
Thesis Consultant 
 
 
 
Dr. Sri Marmanto, M. Hum. 
NIP. 195009011986011001 
 
 
 
Head of English Department 
 
 
 
Drs. Agus Hari Wibowo, M. A, Ph. D 
NIP. 196708301993021001 
iii 
 
A CONTRAST ON THE USE OF SWEARING WORDS BETWEEN MALE 
AND FEMALE CHARACTERS 
IN THE MOVIE ENTITLED TED 
(Sociolinguistics Approach) 
 
By 
Ira Agustina Pertama Putri 
C0312037 
 
Accepted and Approved by The Board of Examiners 
Faculty of Cultural Sciences 
Sebelas Maret University 
on 25 July, 2017 
 
 
Positions Name Signature 
Chairman Drs. S. Budi Waskito, M.Pd 
NIP. 195211081983031001 
 
 
(...............................) 
Secretary  Ardianna Nuraeni S.S., M.Hum. 
NIP. 198209272008122001 
 
 
 
(...............................) 
First 
Examiner 
Dr. Sri Marmanto, M. Hum 
NIP. 195009011986011001 
 
 
 
(...............................) 
Second 
Examiner 
Dr. Tri Wiratno, M.A 
NIP. 196109141987031001 
 
 
(...............................) 
 
Dean of Faculty of Cultural Sciences 
Sebelas Maret University 
 
 
Prof. Drs. Riyadi Santosa, M. Ed., Ph. D 
NIP. 196003281986011001 
iv 
 
PRONOUNCEMENT 
 
I earnestly here state that this thesis entitled A Contrast on the Use of 
Swearing Words Between Male and Female Characters in the Movie Entitled Ted 
(Sociolinguistics Approach) is authentically written down by my self, as the 
researcher. It is no way a plagiarism nor incorporate with any other’s people. 
Everything related to the previous studies or other people’s works is written in a 
quotation and stated in the bibliography. 
If later on, the pronouncement is proven to be incorrect, I am the only 
person who will take any of responsibility due to academic consequence. 
 
 
 
 
Surakarta, 25 July 2017 
 
Ira Agustina Pertama Putri 
v 
 
MOTTO 
 
For indeed, with hardship (will be) ease. 
(QS. Al-Insyirah; 5) 
 
 
You will never be able to cross the ocean until you dare to be apart with the land. 
(Christopher Columbus) 
 
 
When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on. 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt) 
vi 
 
DEDICATION 
 
With wholehearted praise, I dedicate this thesis gratefully, to: 
My One and Only, Allah SWT and Nabi Muhammad SAW, 
My beloved parents, Mami & Papi, Ibu & Bapak, 
My brothers and sisters, 
My big family, 
My Thesis Consultant, My Academic Consultant and all of the lecturers, 
My self, and 
All of people who always support, help and love me sincerely to go this far. 
vii 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
Alhamdulillahirobbil ‘alamin... All praise should be given to Allah 
Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala due to the blessing and mercies for us. This thesis, entitled 
A Contrast on the Use of Swearing Words Between Male and Female Characters 
in the Movie Entitled Ted (Sociolinguistics Approach), could not be done without 
mercy given by Him. Greatest thanks to Allah and Nabi Muhammad SAW for 
always guiding and giving me strength and help. 
I do realize that this thesis cannot be finished without these amazing 
people who have given their contributions and supports in completing this 
masterpiece. For that reason, I would like to send out my gratitude and my deepest 
appreciation for: 
1. Prof. Drs. Riyadi Santosa, M.Ed., Ph.D., the Dean of Faculty Cultural 
Sciences, Sebelas Maret University for giving approval for this thesis. 
2. Drs. Agus Hari Wibowo, M.A. Ph.D., the Head of English Department, for 
supporting the fulfillment of this thesis. 
3. Dr. Sri Marmanto, M. Hum., my thesis supervisor and one of my inspirational 
lecturers after all these years. My greatest thank to Mr. Marmanto who 
always replies my messages for supervising time. Thanks for making time for 
me, guiding me, supporting me, give me an advise, beneficial suggestions 
along the process of the thesis and encouraging me patiently to finish this 
thesis. 
viii 
 
4. Prof. Drs. Mugijatna, M.Si, Ph.D. as my academic consultant, who has helped 
me during my study. 
5. All Lecturers of English Department Program Sebelas Maret University for 
the valuable knowledge, support, advice, encouragement, guidance, the 
inspiring story, and the massive experiences that they have shared to me 
during the process of my study, especially Mr. Sean who is willing to be my 
interviewee in correcting and rechecking my data. 
6. My beloved Mami and Papi, Noviana & Agus Widodo, also Ibu and Bapak, 
Hestiningsih & Iis Rajab, for the abundant of love, prayers, and everything 
you have given to me. For Tante and Om, Mamah and Papah, thanks for the 
praying, concerns, thoughtfulness, motivations, advices and supports. 
Moreover, for all my brothers and sisters who can not be mentioneds one by 
one. Thanks for a very supportive and comfortable environtment. 
7. Nanda Permana, my biggest supporter all the time. Thanks for your immortal 
support, love, praying, motivation and advice you have given to me when I 
was down. Thanks for the joy you bring, for always staying strong beside me 
and cheering me up. I am noting without you. 
8. Mala, Dita, Avril, Bayu, Dian Anggra, Uji, Tyok, Srimul and Novia who 
helps me in checking and correcting the thesis and many thing else so I could 
reach this graduates. 
9. For every single person who helps me and contributes in conducting my 
thesis, I do apologize that I cannot mention one by one because of the 
limitation of space and time. Thank you. 
ix 
 
I believe that there are some imperfections in this thesis. I realize that this 
thesis is still far for being perfect. Therefore, any suggestion and criticism from 
the readers are expected to make a better construction. I hope that this thesis can 
give benefits to the people out there who are interested in this study, which has 
correlation with Sociolinguistics or any other studies. 
 
 
 
 
Ira Agustina Pertama Putri 
x 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Page 
TITLE ...............................................................................................................  i 
THE APPROVAL OF THE THESIS CONSULTANT ...................................  ii 
THE APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF THE EXAMINER .........................  iii 
PRONOUNCEMENT ......................................................................................  iv 
MOTTOS .........................................................................................................  v 
DEDICATION .................................................................................................  vi 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...............................................................................  vii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................  x 
LIST OF TABLES ...........................................................................................  xiv 
ABSTRACT .....................................................................................................  xv 
CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION 
A. Research Background...........................................................................  1  
B. Research Questions..............................................................................  6 
C. Research Objectives.............................................................................  7 
D. Research Significance..........................................................................  7 
E. Thesis Organization.............................................................................  8 
CHAPTER II : LITERATURE REVIEW 
A. Sociolinguistics.................................................................................... 10 
1. Definition of Sociolinguistics....................................................... 10 
2. Scope of Sociolinguistics.............................................................. 12 
xi 
 
B. Ethnography of Communication..........................................................  13 
1. Definition of Ethnography of Communication..............................  13 
2. Concepts of Ethnography of Communication...............................  14 
a. Speech Community.................................................................. 16 
b. Speech Situation....................................................................... 16 
c. Speech Event............................................................................ 17 
d. Speech Act............................................................................... 17 
3. Component of Speech...................................................................  17 
C. Social Dimensions................................................................................ 20 
1. Social Distance Scale....................................................................  21 
2. Social Status Scale.........................................................................  21 
3. Formality Scale.............................................................................. 22 
4. Functional Scale (Referential and Affective)................................  23 
D. Gender and Language...........................................................................  24 
E. Dominance and Difference Approach.................................................. 26 
a. Dominance..................................................................................... 26 
b. Difference...................................................................................... 28 
F. Swearing Words................................................................................... 30 
1. Definitions of Swearing Words.....................................................  30 
2. Functions of Swearing Words.......................................................  31 
3. Types of Swearing Words.............................................................  32 
G. Review of Related Studies................................................................... 33 
H. Film Synopsis....................................................................................... 35 
xii 
 
CHAPTER III : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Type of Research................................................................................... 39 
B. Research Location................................................................................. 42 
C. Data and Source of Data........................................................................ 44 
D. Sample and Sampling Technique..........................................................  45 
E. Technique of Collecting Data................................................................  46 
F. Data Coding........................................................................................... 47 
G. Technique of Analyzing Data................................................................  48 
H. Drawing Conclusion..............................................................................  48 
CHAPTER IV : DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Data Analysis........................................................................................  50 
1.  Introduction to Data Analysis....................................................... 50 
2.  Classification of Data................................................................... 51 
2.1. Religion.............................................................................  54 
2.2. Genitalia.............................................................................  55 
2.3. Excretion............................................................................  58 
2.4. Stupidity.............................................................................  60 
2.5. Animal................................................................................ 60 
2.6. General...............................................................................  61 
3. The Ways and the Reasons of Using Swearing Words.................. 64 
3.1 Religion..............................................................................  64 
 Comparison between male and female characters............. 68 
xiii 
 
3.2 Genitalia.............................................................................  69 
 Comparison between male and female characters............. 75 
3.3 Excretion.............................................................................  75 
 Comparison between male and female characters............. 80 
3.4. Stupidity..............................................................................  81 
3.5. Animal.................................................................................  83 
 Comparison between male and female characters............. 86 
3.6 General............................................................................... 87 
 Comparison between male and female characters............. 91 
4. Summary of Data Analysis........................................................... 92 
B. Discussion............................................................................................. 95 
CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion............................................................................................ 99 
B. Suggestion............................................................................................ 102 
BIBLIOGRAPHY.......................................................................................... 104 
APPENDICES................................................................................................ 107 
xiv 
 
LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 4.1 (The Types of Swearing Words In The Movie Ted) 51 
Table 4.2 (The Functions of Swearing Words In Each Type) 53 
Table 4.3 (The Comparison Results Between Male and Female Characters)   94 
Figure 2.1 (The Solidarity – Social Distance Scale)  21 
Figure 2.2 (The Status Scale) 22 
Figure 2.3 (The Formality Scale) 22 
Figure 2.4 (The Function Scale) 23 
xv 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Ira Agustina Pertama Putri. C0312037. 2017. A Contrast on the Use of 
Swearing Words Between Male and Female Characters in the Movie Entitled 
Ted. Undergraduate Thesis. English Department. Faculty of Cultural 
Sciences. Sebelas Maret University. Surakarta. 
 
 This research emphasizes on analyzing the contrast on the use of swearing 
words between male and female characters in the movie entitled Ted. The 
objectives of this research are: 1) to investigate the types of swearing words used 
by the male and female characters, 2) to describe the differences on how the male 
and female characters apply swearing words and 3) to find out the reasons why 
the male and female characters use different swearing words and to identify which 
type is dominant and whose group of gender dominantly used the swearing words. 
Geoffrey Hughes, Robin Lakoff, Deborah Tannen, Janet Holmes and Dell Hymes’ 
classifications were used to analyze the data. 
 This research applied Sociolinguistics approach. The descriptive research 
and a purposive sampling technique were used in this research. This research was 
a comparative study because it compared the utterances between male and female 
characters. The source of data in this research is Ted movie. The data were in the 
form of movie subtitle. It is supported with the transcript of the movie, movie 
review, online slang dictionaries, urban dictionary and other online dictionaries. 
There are 100 data of swearing words found in 54 dialogues. 
 There are three findings in this thesis. First, there are six types of swearing 
words found in the movie employed by male and female characters regarding 
Geoffrey Hughes’ theory i.e religion, genitalia, excretion, stupidity, animal, and 
general. The findings of this research both support and opposite Lakoff, Tannen 
and Holmes’ findings. Male are mostly used General type, than female mostly 
used the Excretion type. Second, contexts of situation when the dialogue occurs 
give impact on the ways both male and female characters employ particular 
swearing words. The context of situation includes the participants involved 
including their relationship and social status, the setting, the topic of the 
conversation, and the way the participants employ the swearing words. Third, 
both male and female characters who use particular swearing words in their 
utterance have different purposes. There are eleven functions in using swearing 
words; to express surprise, to express anger, to deny, to emphasize something, to 
show annoyance, to regret, to mock, to insult, to show dislike, to show intimacy, 
and to show pleasure. This paper shows that women swear less than men in their 
own way. 
 This research is expected to be followed up by the coming researches in 
terms of gender differences and or linguistics differences. Next researches may 
use female role movie which contains more female characters in the movie. 
Therefore, it is suggested for further researchers to analyze the swearing words 
from other data i.e. from novel, daily conversation or else. It will be more 
interesting area to do the research. Hopefully, this research may be a good 
xvi 
 
reference to those who are interested in the field of swearing words as a part of 
Sociolinguistics approach. 
 
Keywords: swearing words, gender perspective, functions, American english 
